
As another academic year comes to a close, I am 

thrilled to share about the progress RSA has made 

as an organization this past year. There are too 

many individual and group performances to list 

them all, but I would like to take the time to discuss 

and share some of  the proudest moments RSA has 

had over the year. 

Advocacy

In the 2018-2019 academic year, RSA has continued to fight 

the good fight on behalf  of  its resident and student members. 

After supporting the AAMC pilot program in the past years 

regarding standardized video interviews for EM applicants, we 

took a stand this year and firmly opposed the continuance of  

this program, citing concerns of  increased stress and monetary 

limitations of  our students. We tried to be open minded and 

collaborate however when the evidence wasn’t there, we made 

protecting our students’ interest our utmost responsibility. Along 

those lines, RSA was one of  the emboldening forces behind the 

updated AAEM policy regarding midlevel independent practice. 

Knowing that as residents, after over 10 years of  education and 

training, it is imperative to protect our right to safe and reliable 

working conditions to provide the highest quality of  care to our 

patients. 

Wellbeing

RSA has also been at the forefronts of  resident and student wellness. 

Remembering to celebrate times of  happiness and comforting in times of  

tragedy, we have made it our priority to support the mental and physical 

wellbeing of  our constituency. As such this year, RSA joined AFFIRM, 

which is a research organization that works on gun research, and to 

clarify not gun control, but rather research what are safer ways to own 

guns and what aspects of  the process are leading to the mass casualties 

we are all too accustomed to hearing. We also put three board members 

on the multi organizational collaborative working group discussing resi-

dent maternal/paternal leave advocating for more flexibility in accrued 

time away so that we too can be present for life’s precious moments. We 

welcomed storytelling at not one, but two airway events over the year and 

turnouts were outstanding! 

Education

As a board, RSA also continued our commitment to our educational 

objectives by again providing an exceptional resident track at the annual 

Scientific Assembly in Las Vegas, supporting the resident educational 

program at CORD, the annual medical student track at AAEM19, and 

then also went above and beyond to attempt to defend our program 

leadership’s need for protected time for our education that has been 

threatened by new ACGME guidelines. We also found new opportunities 
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through the medical student council and requested every state chapter to 

include medical students on their boards hope to create more opportuni-

ties for leadership and mentorship through AAEM. Most exciting however, 

RSA published a new resource to use for bedside ultrasound! The guide, 

developed by faculty at Temple, is a quick and easy reference for all 

things ultrasound and RSA was proudly able to distribute them at the last 

Scientific Assembly! 

Yet of  all these successes, the one most groundbreaking of  all this year 

for RSA has to be the addition of  the organization to participate in the EM 

Model Review Task Force. Initially proposed years ago, and despite years 

of  adversity and hurdles, RSA was finally admitted to participate in the 

continued molding of  this critical document pertaining to EM residency 

education. This year’s board had made achieving this invitation one of  

its primary objectives and worked hard to rally support from the other 

voting organizations. With this opportunity, RSA is thankful to be included 

and recognized as a contributing member to the overall specialty of  

emergency medicine and welcomes the prospect to continue to grow and 

collaborate with other organizations on this critical document pertaining 

to residency training! All this would not be possible without the longstand-

ing work of  past RSA boards for helping build these relationships with the 

other organizations. 

Challenges and Opportunities

With all these successes, the year has not gone without its challenges 

either. We said goodbye to our long-time executive director, Janet Wilson, 

who after 13 years with AAEM and RSA transitioned into retirement. She 

will surely be missed in the years to come. Janet was heavily involved 

from RSA’s early days and we thank her for all of  the wisdom and experi-

ence she shared with the organization. 
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Retaining our veteran RSA members in 

AAEM in the YPS section has been a chal-

lenge and has created a void where we are 

working to bridge that gap and guarantee earlier connections for graduat-

ing seniors and encourage that graduated transition of  leadership. It was 

with this gap in mind that we created the Legacy Assembly to create 

more direct lines of  communication between RSA past and present lead-

ers, and encourage all former RSA board members to join and impart 

their experiences. 
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It has been an honor to serve RSA this past year. If  anyone has any 

questions about any of  the work RSA has done over the past year I’d 

be more than happy indulge further details and welcome everyone to 

get involved on our various committees and projects. As immediate past 

president, I’m excited to see RSA continue to advocate for its members, 

provide educational opportunities and promote resources for overall well-

ness!  

Congratulations to the 2019-2020 
RSA Board of Directors

RSA is proud to welcome the newly elected board. 

To contact the board of directors, email info@aaemrsa.org.

PRESIDENT

Haig Aintablian, MD

UCLA Medical Center

VICE PRESIDENT

Crystal Bae, MD MSc

Temple University

SECRETARY-TREASURER

Joshua Elliott Novy, MD 

MBA MS

Northwell Health

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

MohammedMoiz Qureshi, 

MD

Penn State Milton S. Hershey 

Medical Center

BOARD MEMBER

Victor Cisneros, MD

UC Irvine

BOARD MEMBER

Adriana Coleska, MD

University of  Chicago

BOARD MEMBER

Maureen Davis, MD

Advocate Christ Medical 

Center

BOARD MEMBER

Ryan DesCamp, MD MPH

University of  Chicago 

Committee

BOARD MEMBER

Jennifer Rosenbaum, MD

Temple University

BOARD MEMBER

Gabriel Stahl, MD MPH CPH

Brookdale University Hospital 

and Medical Center

AAEM/RSA MEDICAL STUDENT 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT

David Fine

Loyola Stritch School of  

Medicine

AAEM BOARD LIAISON

Jonathan Jones, MD 

FAAEM
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